
March 2024 

TechTest 2024 

Sponsored by Sierra Economics and Science Foundation 

 

TechTest 2024 will take place Saturday, April 27 

in the Nevada Union High School Science Lec-

ture Hall, with a three-hour (9 am—Noon)  

merit scholarship test of critical thinking and 

math skills. Participants celebrate together and 

receive t-shirts and prize checks at the Survivors 

Breakfast in Grass Valley, 

 

Please note, TechTest 2024 is for high 

school students. Non-senior students are 

highly encouraged to participate. The regular 

prizes are limited to graduating seniors, but 

starting this year the highest scoring non-senior 

will also receive an award!  

 

Awards (First four are available to current 

seniors only.) 

1st: $6,000 

2nd: $4,000 

3rd: $2,000 

Up to 10 Honorable Mentions: $300 

Highest scoring student from grades 9-11: 

$300 

 

 

Sign up by clicking here. 

For more information, contact  Matt 

Pistone: matthewpistone@gmail.com 

Click here for past years’ tests.  

  

 

TechTest 2024 

Sign up now!  

News from the Nevada County Superintendent of Schools Office 

Scott W. Lay, Superintendent 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3ICe8M144jxZAkNw-8bMkADWscnvi8cOcekU8m97CBwIEVg/viewform
https://sierrastudiesfoundation.wordpress.com/
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We are delighted to invite you to a FREE
all day training session on transforming

discipline practices through trauma-
informed, restorative, social-emotional

learning, and behavioral approaches. This
workshop is designed to provide valuable

insights and practical strategies for
creating a positive and inclusive learning

environment.

A N N I E
J A C K S O N
Building Bridges, 
Not Barriers: 
Igniting the Power of
Social-Emotional
Learning (SEL)

B L A I R
B A L D W I N
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Key Benefits:
Gain insights into trauma-informed practices
and their application
Learn effective restorative techniques for
conflict resolution
Explore strategies to integrate SEL
Develop a toolbox of behavioral approaches
for a positive learning environment

Who Should Attend:
Educators
Administrators
Counselors
School Psychologists
Those in a disciplinary role in schools
Anyone involved in creating a positive school
culture

PRESENTERS

M A R L E N E
M A H U R I N

A Restorative Approach to Discipline

S T E V E
H A N S E N

Meet the 

Trauma Informed Schools: A Foundation for Creating a
Safe, Supportive, and Empowering School Environment

Trauma Informed
Strategies for Student
Problem Behavior

F R E E  B R E A K F A S T  &  L U N C H  I N C L U D E D

http://nevco.k12oms.org/2029-245816
http://nevco.k12oms.org/2029-245816


SEL Corner
March Topic: Warm Welcomes

The significance of warm welcomes should not
be underestimated. A welcoming environment
establishes a positive tone, fostering emotional
well-being and creating a foundation for
success.

Warm welcomes contribute to the creation of a
safe and inclusive space where students feel
valued and accepted. A friendly greeting at the
beginning of each day helps establish a sense
of belonging, laying the groundwork for
students to express themselves authentically
and engage more openly.

Setting a positive tone at the start of a class or
school day promotes a mindset conducive to
collaboration, empathy, and self-reflection. This
creates a culture where students are
encouraged to approach challenges with a
growth mindset and work collaboratively with
their peers.

Warm welcomes contribute to emotional
regulation by reducing anxiety and stress.
Feeling welcomed enables students to focus
on learning and social interactions, fostering
emotional regulation skills that help them
navigate challenges with resilience and
self-awareness.

Warm Welcome Resources:

CASEL SEL 3 Signature Practices Playbook

The Beautiful and Powerful work of artist
Abby Vanmuijen

Free Download - Emotion Wheel

Free Download - Worksheet

DeStress Monday - The Monday Campaigns

Have a warm welcome resource/idea to share? Send it to: anniejackson@nevco.org

I’d love to hear from you!

https://casel.org/casel_sel-3-signature-practices-playbook-v3/
https://www.avanmuijen.com/watercolor-emotion-wheel
https://www.avanmuijen.com/watercolor-emotion-wheel
https://www.avanmuijen.com/_files/archives/a87a3e_e841371a9f69460ea378bcc69477dcbe.zip?dn=Justice_Wheel.jpg.zip
https://www.avanmuijen.com/_files/archives/a87a3e_60f9d68628a34d7aa962758c04189858.zip?dn=Emo%20Wheel%20Worksheet-v2.jpg.zip
https://www.mondaycampaigns.org/destress-monday
mailto:anniejackson@nevco.org


The fourth annual International SEL Day is March 8, 2024!

SEL Day is an opportunity to collectively spread the word about the importance and impact of social
emotional learning.Working together, we can raise awareness for SEL, bring on new SEL
stakeholders, create artifacts that demonstrate SEL in action, share SEL best practices… and more!

Join the SEL community in celebrating International SEL Day on March 8, 2024. Sign up today to
attend the SEL Day Summit—your registration includes access to the free all-day, online event
showcasing SEL best practices from states across the U.S. and countries around the globe.

SIGN UP (click or go to https://selday.org/sign-up/)

This year the focus will be on Today’s Students, Tomorrow’s Leaders.

Click here to access the resource or scan the
QR code below!

Click here to access the resource or scan the
QR code below!

https://selday.org/sign-up/?source=
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13o6dmg1j0l664lkw3yB-3ZnsI7HJ4k6br9IQJaMprQY/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NQGqWQjpf37VrMxIpZXzWNSd-6peZIyP6XungPVhroY/view




SCHOOLS
JOB FAIR

WWW.NEVCO.ORG/JOBFAIR

PARTICIPATING DISTRICTS/SCHOOLS:

NEVADA COUNTY

10AM-1PM
APRIL 13
2024

FROM

NEVADA COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT
OF SCHOOLS OFFICE
380 CROWN POINT CIRCLE 
GRASS VALLEY, CA 95945

TH



Write about an emotion, how this emotion’s presence in your life has
helped you eventually grow or learn.

1.

Write about something that makes you full of gratitude. 2.
What place or places in your own neighborhood, towns, or communities
bring people together by chance in meaningful ways? What are the
qualities of that place or those places?

3.

Describe a mistake that you or someone else made that taught you
something.

4.

Nevada County Reads High School Writing Contest

Catalog of Unabashed Gratitude 
by Ross Gay

Chose one of the following prompts

Submit your original work in any written medium to ncwriting24@gmail.com. 
Include prompt number in subject line. 

Enties not to exceed 3000 words with no minimum word count. One entry per person. 

March 18-Submissions Due
April 10-Finalists Announced
April 13-Winners Announced at Author
Event

$500 First Prize
$250 Second Prize
$175 3rd Prize
*Cash prize donated by Friends of the Nevada
County Library

N
CR 2024 logo designed by NPA  student M

C C
addy
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DATE 

  

DESCRIPTION 

 

TIME 

 

Friday, March 8, 2024 

Speech Tournament Prelims 

(Calvary Bible Church) 

 

8:30 AM—3:45 PM 

 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

HSI Pediatric Infant, Adult CPR, First 

Aid 

Click here to register 

 

3:45—6:45 PM 

 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Speech Tournament Finals 

(Miner’s Foundry) 

6:15—8:30 PM 

 

 

Tuesday, March 12, 2024 

Young at Art Ice Cream Social 

The Rood Center Lobby 

 

4:00—5:15 PM 

 

Monday, March 18, 2024 

HSI Pediatric Infant, Adult CPR, First 

Aid 

Click here to register 

 

 

 

March 25—29, 2024 

 

Spring Break 

 

Submissions for future Nugget issues: 

Please submit your request by the 15th of the preceding month. Not all content received will be published as  approval will be 

required for publication. To also be added as a subscriber, please email the below address. 

Email: ocarson@nevco.org  

Prior issues of The Nugget can be found here. 

 

NCSOS Employment Opportunities — Click here 

Nevada County School District/ Charter Employment Opportunities (Choose California then Nevada County to see school 

jobs in our area.)— Click here 

https://nevco.org/cpr-aed-training/
https://nevco.org/cpr-aed-training/
https://nevco.org/the-nugget-newsletter/
https://www.edjoin.org/ncsos
https://www.edjoin.org/Home/RegionTextSearch
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